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Oil Gamble?
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Dumpster fire meme...
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Justice

By Bronté Schiltz

REHABILITATION

Afreshstart
bhegins with
a haircut

Britain's criminal justice system

is not working. Around 80% of
convictions and cautions are of people
with a prior history of offending, cost-
ing £18 billion per year in public funds.
In the year to March 2022, this inclu-
ded 33,000 offences committed
by children.

But although this may sound high,
it marks a 14% reduction on the previ-
ous year, including reductions of bur-
glary, theft and robbery by 32%, 24%
and 22% respectively. This is duein part
to the Ministry of Justice’s Reducing
Reoffending campaign, which seeks
to rehabilitate people with a history of
criminal activity.

Now, anew programme in Leeds led
by the Youth Custody Service (YCS)
is helping young people in the crimi-
nal justice system to change their lives
~ through hairdressing.

In April, HMYOI Wetherby and
prison education enterprise Novus
joined forces with St George’s Crypt, a
charity providing emergency accommo-
dation and support to people experienc-
ing homelessness in the city.

Young people eligible for Release
On Temporary Licence (ROTL) who
have taken part in the programme visit
St George’s Crypt to provide free hair-
cuts to residents, drop-in service users
and volunteers, many of whom have
experience of the criminal justice
system themselves.

‘When The Big Issue visits, we meet
Mark, a chefand volunteer at the Crypt
whose recovery from addiction was
disrupted when both of his parents died
within a few weeks and he found him-
selfhomeless. “Ifit’s going to give some-
body an opportunity at changing and
bettering themselves, I'll doit,” he says
of accepting the offer of a haircur. “And
it's free!”

He was joined by Carl, 39, who spent
38 years in nearby Huddersfield — and
in and out of prison — before moving
to Leeds to turn his life around. “T was
known forall the wrong reasons in Fiud-
dersfield,” he says. “The Crypt and Nar-
cotics Anonymous changed my life.

“Ifit wasn't for the Crypt, I'd proba-
bly still be in prison — or dead. T thought
Td always be an addict; I thought T'd die
an addict. The Crypt took me from
chaos to citizenship.”

This emphasis on transformation is
at the heart of the hairdressing project.

The collaboration began with a con-
versation between Lisa, the Crypt's
health and wellbeing coordinator, and
her brother, a prison officer at HMYOT
Wetherby. “We'd been struggling since
Covid with a lack of hairdressers,” she
explains, “and he was telling me about
the project and how the lads were really
thriving, but obviously they were only
cutting each other’s hair. And I was tell-
ing him about our need for barbers, and
we said, there must be a way we can link
this in and make something happen.”

Lisa spoke with Ryan Savery,
business engagement manager at
HMYOI Wetherby.

“I manage the working out parties
for ROTL, so part of my work i to ook

Without
projects like
this, we'll never
break the cycle

RYAN SAVERY
Business
engagement
manager,

HMYOI Wetherby

Apunter takes
advantago of tho
new programme

at different opportunities, projects and
clients to work with,” he says. “We want
young people who are learning a skill
to have the chance to go out on ROTL
and practise that skill, so I contacted
Lisaand asked if she was interested inus
bringing people down, and she said yes.

“The planning took a year - it began
just after Covid — we wanted to give
them an opportunity to work with a dif-
ferent demographic, to do a good thing
for the community and to hone their
skills out of their comfort zone.”

The young people are trained by
Amy Stephenson, who worked as a
barber for cight years before she began
teaching with Novus. When she and
Savery first began work on the proj-
ect, they were initially met with resis-
tance — “you’re not taking young
people out with scissors” — but her tutees
succeeded in earning approval to come
to the Crypt.

“At the end of every unit I teach, the
students do a test, which includes a lot
of practical elements on certain hair-
cuts and health and safety procedures,”
Stephenson says, emphasising the
importance of gaining practical experi-
ence. “After about six months, they can
get their Level 2 Diplomain Barbering.”

Without projects like this, “we'd
never break the cycle,” Savery adds. “We
might not break the cycle for everyone,
but there are young people who will
learn from this course and the people
they're working with that actually, it will
be abenefit in their future.

“They could go out and get employ-
ment in their local barbershop or
become self-employed.”

“T want to become a barber when
Tcome out,” agrees one of the partici-
pants, who recently turned 18. “I really
enjoyit.”

“Tjust wish I'd taken opportunities
when Twas 18] says Mark, who became
an addictat 14 and has also spent time
in prison. “Maybe I wouldn’t be in the
situation I'm in now. IfI could get that
message to people in Young Offend-
ers, maybe their lives wouldn’t keep
going downhill.”

Gareth, who has lived at the Crypt
since he was released from prison last
winter and came for a haircut, agrees.
“You need to get into schools,” he urges.
Stephenson. “That's where it stares”

“If young kids who've been put in
prison are given a chance to do some-
thing they want to do, it gives them a
chance, and even ifit just stops one per-
son reoffending, it worth i Lisa says.
For the clients, meanwhile, “what a dif-
ference a haircut can make. People come
here with nothing, and a haircut can
‘make all the difference to how they feel
and their confidence.”

@BronteSchiltz
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Libraries change lives, as Children’s Laureate Joseph Coelho knows. So, hegot o his bamboo bike to join one in every local authority in the UK. Here’s why
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library “was hugely important in so
many ways”. It was within the wood-
paneled walls of West Hill Library
in Wandsworth that a summer read-
ing challenge ignited his love of books,
setting him on the path to becomea poet
and author and, ultimately, the current
Children’s Laureare.

“We had books at home, but it
wasn’t an academic household,” Coelho
remembers. “So having that access to

have room within our homes o go to
cach other’s houses and study together.
Butwe couldall gotothe library and ger
all our coursework don

Coelho’s story will resonate with
‘many, particularly working-class people
whose lives have been changed by their
local library. But as we enter 2023’s
Libraries Week — the annual celebra-
tion of these everyday temples to learn-
ing - the future of libraries is uncertain.

in 2010, local authorities’ budgets
have been increasingly stretched, as
successive central governments have
cut their grant fanding.

Birmingham recentlyjoined agrow-
ing list of councils that have declared
effective bankruptey, issuing a section
114 notice last month in an admission
that it did not have enough money
to cover its liabilities. It is the sixth
council to do so in the last five y

government group.

Faced with conflicting priorities,
from social services and schooling
to collecting the bins, councils have
frequently viewed the library service
asaneasy place to find savings. Spend-
ing on libraries has fallen by almost half
(47.9%) since 2010.

The Public Libraries and Museus
Act 1964 places a legal duty on coun-
cils to “provide a comprehensive and

the National Library of Wales to brand
it “roothless”.

“For the last 10 years libraries
have had to do more with less,” adds
James Gray, marketing and advocacy
manager for Libraries Connected,
the charity that represents every
library service in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

“There comesa point where there’s
no fat left to trim.”

librariosin every local
authority including
Edinburgh, Denbigh.
Shetiand, Stevenage
and Wrexham
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So...

How does this Big Issue cover represent the ideology and values of the Big Issue
as a political/entertainment magazine?

Why has it chosen this story as the lead story?

What about the other features of the front cover?



