
Component 2: Evolving 
Media
SECTION A Media Industries 
and Audiences



What is a conglomerate? 
In groups pick 1 conglomerate each from the list. 
What companies do they own and what products 
do they produce? How much is each company 
worth? 
Share your findings with the rest of the class?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity



Which different industries does The Disney Company operate 
in?
Upload images to Padlet. Add a comment to each image. 
How much is Disney worth? 
Share your findings with the rest of the class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industriesEconomic 

Context



How much did Disney pay for each 
company? 
What IPs do they companies own? 
What revenue have they generated?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Economic 
Context



What IPs do the other 4 film studios 
own? 
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity



What makes a film a Hollywood blockbuster? 
Apply these points to one of the film trailers below.
What is a tent pole film? 
Share your findings with the rest of the class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Click on the images to play a video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOb15GVFZxU&pp=ygUOZmFzdCB4IHRyYWlsZXI%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2m1drlOZSDw&pp=ygUdbWlzc2lvbiBpbXBvc3NpYmxlIDcgdHJhaWxlciA%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNpvWBuTfrc&pp=ygUdbWF0cml4IHJlc3VycmVjdGlvbnMgdHJhaWxlcnM%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR-WxNVLZhQ&pp=ygUfZ2hvc3RidXN0ZXJzIGFmdGVybGlmZSB0cmFpbGVycw%3D%3D


What are cinematic universes?
Create a timeline of the MCU and how 
much did each film make at the box office?
Collaborate as a class on Padlet?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

https://youtu.be/r0QEguv0TQk
https://youtu.be/r0QEguv0TQk


What other cinematic universes exist in 
competition to the MCU? 
List the films of the DCU. How much 
money did each make at the box office. 
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Click on the images to play a video

https://youtu.be/ZrdQSAX2kyw
https://youtu.be/82Tg4wHO9Q8


David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Click on the images to play a video

What are legacy characters within 
superhero films? 
How does this maximise audiences? 
Share your findings with the rest of 
the class?

https://youtu.be/iZUeDkjfPps
https://youtu.be/JfVOs4VSpmA
https://youtu.be/-tnxzJ0SSOw
https://youtu.be/t06RUxPbp_c
https://youtu.be/dgC9Q0uhX70
https://youtu.be/dgC9Q0uhX70


What is Shang-Chis and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings? 

Research the film on IMDb.com

Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9376612/


Film Poster Analysis: 
Genre
Narrative
Binary Oppositions
Semiotics
Stars
Mark of Quality
Intertextuality

Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Roland Barthes
#Signs
#Connotations
#myths

Tzvetan Todorov
#Equilbrium
#Disequilbrium
#ideology

Steve Neale
#Repetition Difference
#Borrowing
#Industry

Claude Lévi-Strauss
#Binary Oppositions
#ideology



Who is Awkwafina and how does she 
help to sell the movie to audiences? 
(Maximise Audiences)

How do character posters help sell a 
movie to audiences. 

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries



Who is Michelle Yeoh and how does she 
help to sell the movie to audiences? 
(maximise audiences)

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Click on the images to play a video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqrk7-mx2D0&pp=ygUbdG9tb3Jyb3cgbmV2ZXIgZGllcyB0cmFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqrk7-mx2D0&pp=ygUbdG9tb3Jyb3cgbmV2ZXIgZGllcyB0cmFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bp9XBZj8XL4&pp=ygUQc2hhbmctY2hpIGNvbWljcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bp9XBZj8XL4&pp=ygUQc2hhbmctY2hpIGNvbWljcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxN1T1uxQ2g&pp=ygUpZXZlcnl0aGluZyBldmVyeXdoZXJlIGFsbCBhdCBvbmNlIHRyYWlsZXI%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxN1T1uxQ2g&pp=ygUpZXZlcnl0aGluZyBldmVyeXdoZXJlIGFsbCBhdCBvbmNlIHRyYWlsZXI%3D


David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries



David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Film Trailer Analysis: 
Genre
Narrative
Binary Oppositions
Semiotics
Stars
Mark of Quality
Intertextuality

Share your analysis with the rest of the 
class?

Roland Barthes
#Signs
#Connotations
#myths

Tzvetan Todorov
#Equilbrium
#Disequilbrium
#ideology

Steve Neale
#Repetition Difference
#Borrowing
#Industry

Claude Lévi-Strauss
#Binary Oppositions
#ideology

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YjFbMbfXaQ


Marketing Techniques:

Find examples of the following 
for Shang-Chi and share with 
the class. 

Posters 
Trailers
Synergy
Television Interviews
Magazines / On Set Articles / 
Interviews
Premiere
TV Spots
Social Media
Word of Mouth
Rotten Tomatoes 
Reviews

https://youtu.be/QF_VKPU4q0c


What are the influences that helped 
shape the film? 

Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Click on the images to play a video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bp9XBZj8XL4&pp=ygUQc2hhbmctY2hpIGNvbWljcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCOqXnzN5Ik&pp=ygUYZW50ZXIgdGhlIGRyYWdvbiB0cmFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jTdOdcMKoY&pp=ygUlaGlkZGVuIHRpZ2VyIGNyb3VjaGluZyBkcmFnb24gdHJhaWxlcg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQMNllz6aE0&pp=ygUWZHJ1bmtlbiBtYXN0ZXIgdHJhaWxlcg%3D%3D


Cinema Exhibition 

Box Office: How successful was the film?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Advertising spend is the same as the 
budget.
Cinemas take roughly 50% of the box 
office. 

What is a simultaneous release strategy? 

What happens to films in the weeks 
following a film’s release? 

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Economic 
Context



Box Office: what is distribution?
What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of each?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity



What are the advantages and disadvantages of using different 
technologies in the production of a big budget film? 

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Click on the image to play a video

Economic 
Context

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMqHFnP7vaw


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rqn_9Fc4iU4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhLyfU0BNVw


Streaming Services: What are they and 
how are they supposed to increase 
profit and power? 
List the other streaming services in 
direct competition to Disney+
How many subscribers do each have?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity Economic 

Context



Merchandise: What merchandise can 
you buy based on the film? 
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Economic 
Context



How does the MCU promote diversity? 
How do these films relate to Curran and 
Seaton.
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Click on the images to play a video

https://youtu.be/xjDjIWPwcPU
https://youtu.be/xjDjIWPwcPU
https://youtu.be/0LHxvxdRnYc
https://youtu.be/0LHxvxdRnYc
https://youtu.be/m9EX0f6V11Y
https://youtu.be/m9EX0f6V11Y
https://youtu.be/x_me3xsvDgk
https://youtu.be/x_me3xsvDgk


“These Marvel movies are all the same!”

Provide arguments for and against this 
statement. 

Share your findings with the rest of the class?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

Click on the image to play a video

https://youtu.be/gV_mbpei5Gw
https://youtu.be/gV_mbpei5Gw


How does Disney and Marvel maintain 
audiences?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Click on the images to play a video
Economic 
Context

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62EB4JniuTc&pp=ygURbWFydmVsIG9uIGRpc25leSs%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWdKf3MneyI&pp=ygUPQU5UIE1BTiBUUkFJTEVS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUkn-enk2RU&pp=ygURQU5UIE1BTiAyIFRSQUlMRVI%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlNFpri-Y40&pp=ygURQU5UIE1BTiAzIFRSQUlMRVI%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3V5KDHRQvk&pp=ygUYZ3VhcmRpYW5zIG9mIHRoZSB0cmFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUn05hdkhjM&pp=ygUhZ3VhcmRpYW5zIG9mIHRoZSBnYWxheHkgMiBUUkFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYhFFQl4fLs&pp=ygUmZ3VhcmRpYW5zIG9mIHRoZSBnYWxheHkgd2ludGVyIHNwZWNpYWw%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d96cjJhvlMA&pp=ygUfZ3VhcmRpYW5zIG9mIHRoZSBnYWxheHkgVFJBaWxlcg%3D%3D


Economic Context

1. Production Budget
2. Box Office Revenue
3. Merchandising
4. Market Trends
5. Streaming and 

Distribution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMqHFnP7vaw
https://youtu.be/ZrdQSAX2kyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62EB4JniuTc&pp=ygURbWFydmVsIG9uIGRpc25leSs%3D


What is the BBFC?
What is the rating system? 
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjGPvOV3wv4


Why was Shang-Chi given a 12 rating? Look at the 
BBFC website for further information.  
Share your findings with the rest of the class?

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet

https://www.bbfc.co.uk/release/shang-chi-and-the-legend-of-the-ten-rings-q29sbgvjdglvbjpwwc01mzaznta


Why was Shang-Chi given a PG-13 rating? 
What content in the film would require patents to be 
‘strongly cautioned’? 
Share your findings with the rest of the class?

https://www.motionpictures.org
https://www.motionpictures.org


What are the issues surrounding 
streaming services creating their own 
rating systems? 
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet



Why do some countries ban films? 
Why were these three MARVEL films 
banned in different countries?
Share your findings with the rest of the 
class?

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet

Click on the image to play a video

https://youtu.be/QemODVx1bHI


What is Piracy and why is this an issue for the 
film industry? 

How do legal streaming services challenge 
piracy? 

Share your findings with the rest of the class?

Sonia Livingstone and 
Peter Lunt 
#Protection
#Consumers
#Internet

Click on the image to play a video

https://youtu.be/R1EkV8An-mU


Assessment 

• Explain how changes in production and/or distribution methods have affected the film industry. [15]

• Explain how the arrival of digitally convergent media platforms has impacted film producers. [15]

• How do film producers guarantee their success? [15]

• How is the film industry regulated? [15]

• How do film producers maintain audiences? [15]

Refer to Snow and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) and Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) to support 
your answer. Refer the economic and historical contexts in your answer.


