


Early Cinema

What are the 5 major 
technological developments in this 
period:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyUqa97ytgs


Hollywood 1930s

Who are the major film studios 
during this period?

What where some of there 
biggest successes? 

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS6Vuy5dV1Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjoHNZfKTbw


Walt Disney

Who was Walt Disney and how did 
he become a success in the 1930s?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Wv_8HV8NxU


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

List 10 facts about the film. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7X8u-EjADw


Influences

How did the Brothers Grimm 
influence Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZP6KsikjFow
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umqRthM2KK4


German Expressionism

What are the main codes and 
conventions of German 
Expressionism?

How was Snow White influenced 
by this film movement?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6XDyth0qxc


Disney’s Animation

How did Disney animate Snow 
White? 
List the various techniques.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OebUzEhSLBI


American Midwest

How does Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, Cinderella, and 
Sleeping Beauty, portray an 
idealized, all-American vision of 
innocence and wholesomeness.
List the various techniques.

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fzZFQBXSLM&pp=ygUnc25vdyB3aGl0ZSBhbmQgdGhlIHNldmVuIGR3YXJmcyB0cmFpbGVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfsyUyi_FJM&pp=ygUXc2xlZXBpbmcgYmVhdXR5IHRyYWlsZXI%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcjYD91YW_M&pp=ygUYY2luZGVyZWxsYSB0cmFpbGVyIDE5NTAg


Walt Disney as Boss

Was Walt Disney a good boss? 
What were his strengths and 
weaknesses? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRu7ka4eD8k


Advertising

Marketing Techniques:

How do the following promote 
the film?

Posters 
Trailers
Trade Cards
Synergy
Radio
Magazines
Premiere
Word of Mouth
Reviews

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries



Original Trailer

Film Trailer Analysis: 

Genre
Narrative
Binary Oppositions
Semiotics
Stars
Mark of Quality
Intertextuality

Share your analysis with the 
rest of the class?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fzZFQBXSLM


Original Poster

Film Poster Analysis: 

Genre
Narrative
Binary Oppositions
Semiotics
Stars
Mark of Quality
Intertextuality

Share your analysis with the 
rest of the class?



Cinemas in the 1930s

How does the 1930s cinema 
experience differ from today? 



Distribution

Apply horizontal and vertical 
integration to cinema of the 
1930s.

How was Snow White different?

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnqTf7sZm7w


Disney and RKO

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Who are the major film studios 
during this period?

What where some of there 
biggest successes? 

https://youtu.be/hF6kuKDSefg
https://youtu.be/hF6kuKDSefg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hF6kuKDSefg


Box Office

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

How successful was the film at the 
box office? 



Why was it a success?

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

What makes a film a success? 
Apply these to Snow White.



Disney after 1937

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

What happened to Disney after 
the success of the film?



Merchandise

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Find examples of merchandise for 
Snow White and share your 
findings with the group. 



Home Release: Super 8mm

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

What were the advantages and 
disadvantages of owning a copy of 
the film on Super 8mm?



Home Release

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

What was Disney’s video release 
strategy?

How did this boost sales?

Apply the same to Laserdisc, 
DVD, BluRay and 4K.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P00QS3lXJeI&t=421s&pp=ygUNd2hhdCB3YXMgVkhTPw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU4FTNv-ldc&pp=ygUSd2hhdCB3YXMgbGFzZXJkaXNj


Re-Releases

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

Why did Disney re-release the 
films 6 times in cinemas?

1944, 1952, 1967, 1983, 1993, 
2016



Popularity today? 

Curran and Seaton
#Power and Profit
#Limit Creativity
#Social Diversity

David Hesmondhalgh 
#Vertical Horizontal
#Formatting / Risk
#Different industries

How has Disney maintained 
audiences for its older products?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62EB4JniuTc&pp=ygURbWFydmVsIG9uIGRpc25leSs%3D


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPwYOub4l7E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pv8oQKLpypE


Live Action Remakes

Who are the major film studios 
during this period?

What where some of there 
biggest successes? 



Synergy

Who are the major film studios 
during this period?

What where some of there 
biggest successes? 



Maintain Audiences

Production Budget
Box Office Revenue
Merchandising
Historical Significance
Long-Term Impact
Streaming and Distribution



The Hays Code

Apply the Hays Code to Snow 
White. 

“The Hays Code was this 
self-imposed industry set of 
guidelines for all the motion 
pictures that were released 
between 1934 and 1968,” 
says O'Brien. “The 
code prohibited profanity, 
suggestive nudity, graphic or 
realistic violence, sexual 
persuasions or sexual 
violence. 



BBFC

Who are the major film studios 
during this period?

What where some of there 
biggest successes? 

https://www.bbfc.co.uk/education/case-studies/snow-white-and-the-seven-dwarfs-1937
https://www.bbfc.co.uk/education/case-studies/snow-white-and-the-seven-dwarfs-1937
https://www.bbfc.co.uk/about-us/podcasts/bbfc-podcast-episode-66-classifying-remakes-part-1




Copyright law

What is copyright?

How does this apply to Disney?

How does this apply to Micky 
Mouse? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti4HoMi4vgU


Assessment:

• Explain how changes in production and/or distribution methods have 
affected the film industry. [15]

• Explain how the arrival of digitally convergent media platforms has 
impacted film producers. [15]

• How do film producers guarantee their success?  [15]

• How is the film industry regulated? [15]

• How does the film industry maintain audiences? [15]

Refer to Snow and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) and Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings (2021) to support your answer. Refer the economic and 
historical contexts in your answer.


